NUSRAT GHANI MP

Member of Parliament for Sussex Weald
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Madam Deputy Speaker of the House of Commons
Chairman of Ways and Means
House of Commons London SW1A 0AA

Cllr James Partridge and Clir Rachel Millward
Leaders of Wealden District Council
Wealden District Council Offices

Vicarage Lane

Hailsham

BN27 2AX

29 October 2025
Dear ClIr James Partridge (Liberal Democrats) and Clir Rachel Millward (Green Party),

It has been 24 hours since the story broke and nobody at the Council has had the courage to call us to explain what you have done.

This announcement has caused a lot of concern locally, especially as the site was previously rejected outright under the previous
Conservative Government. This was due to its layout, the difficulty in it being adapted and the extra costs that would be involved.

Under your leadership of the Liberal Democrats and Green Party Coalition, the Council acts swiftly to reject any planning
permissions, however big or small, in the proximity of the Ashdown Forest and Crowborough, but it is prepared to greenlight the
adaptation of this site to potentially host hundreds of asylum seekers. Please explain how and why?

It is appalling that you deliberately withheld information regarding your ongoing negotiations with the Home Office. The lack of
transparency and courage to share this information has led us to have zero confidence in your leadership of Wealden District
Council. As elected officials, it is your duty to consult with the local communities affected. Please share the following information
with us urgently:

® When will you as Council Leaders be holding a public meeting to share what you have agreed with the Home Office?

® How long have you been in negotiations with the Home Office?

® Share any evidence of objections regarding the credibility and suitability of the site (as deemed by the Home Office under
the previous Conservative Government)?

® Why are you not using your powers as a planning body to challenge the adaptation of the site, especially as it contradicts
your planning environmental policy?

® Why are you publicly stating that you have no powers to challenge the process when District councils are the authorities
that can use legal challenges?

® What cost will be incurred by the Council, local residents or the taxpayer in adapting and managing the site?

® When will you make public the minutes of the meetings the have taken place with the Home Office?

® Have you taken a vote on the matter at full Council? Which Councillors voted?

® Have Sussex Police been consulted in the decisions you made?

® What concessions have you secured for the displaced activity and assets on the site?

® What is the estimated cost of housing each individual asylum seeker per night?

® Why are you both refusing to speak to the press and Parliamentarians

To reiterate, we, the local Members of Parliament, have zero confidence in your leadership and we cannot trust that you are serving
our local residents with integrity. As elected officials, we expect you to hold public meetings to explain what you have done.

Yours sincerely,

Nusrat Ghani MP (Sussex Weald)
Mims Davies MP (East Grinstead & Uckfield)
Dr Kieran Mullan MP (Bexhill & Battle)

Proudly representing Crowborough, Hailsham and Heathfield and the villages of Horam, Hellingly, Chiddingly,
East Hoathly, Waldron, Hadlow Down, Rotherfield, Framfield, Frant, Mayfield & Five Ashes, Wadhurst, Hartfield
and Withyham in Parliament

nusrat.ghani.mp@parliament.uk ~ www.nusghani.org.uk 0207 219 4619
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