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Madam Deputy Speaker of the House of Commons
Chairman of Ways and Means
House of Commons London SW1A 0AA

The Rt Hon Shabana Mahmood MP
Secretary of State for the Home Office
Home Office

Direct Communications Unit

2 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DF

28 October 2025
Dear Home Secretary,

As you know, the Government is exploring options to move asylum seekers out of hotels and into unused
Ministry of Defence sites.

I have learnt from this morning’s news publications that one of the sites that is being considered is in my
constituency of Sussex Weald, in Crowborough.

I am appalled to have been given no prior notice of such plans by the Home Office, and had to read about
it in this morning’s newspapers.

This morning’s news stories have naturally caused a lot of concern amongst local
residents, especially as the site was previously rejected outright under the previous Conservative
Government. This was due to its layout, the difficulty in it being adapted and the extra costs that would be
involved. Furthermore, it clashes with the local Council's National Landscape and planning policy that
impacts Crowborough.

There has been no attempt from the Home Office to explain the situation or share the private and secret
meetings that the Home Office has been holding with the leadership of Wealden District Council. Excluding
local officials and elected representatives from any of the discussions and decisions taken is wholly
inappropriate.

Sussex Weald residents deserve a simple clarification from the Government.

Will Crowborough Training Camp be used to house asylum seekers? If so, what is the point of any
consultation? When did the Home Office begin talks with Wealden District Council? What has been agreed
with the Wealden District Council? What objections did the leaders of Wealden District Council, Clir Partridge
& ClIr Millward, raise about the suitability of the site? What cost will the taxpayer incur as a result of
adapting the site? What monies have been agreed to Wealden District Council for accepting each asylum
seeker? Provide the details of every individual at Wealden District Council that has been involved with the
Home Office on this matter?

I would appreciate a swift response and a substantial, conclusive answer.

Yours sincerely,
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Nusrat Ghani MP

Proudly representing Crowborough, Hailsham and Heathfield and the villages of Horam, Hellingly, Chiddingly,
East Hoathly, Waldron, Hadlow Down, Rotherfield, Framfield, Frant, Mayfield & Five Ashes, Wadhurst, Hartfield
and Withyham in Parliament
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